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K. Katherina Y.

2021 has been another quick year. I am
spending Christmas, here in Auckland,
New Zealand, away from my home
country. Let me introduce you my
experience of Christmas in New Zealand.
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For some of you who might not know,
New Zealand (NZ) is an island country in
Oceania, next to Australia. NZ is often
known with sheep, yes, people here say
there are more sheep than people, but
not only that. NZ has another name,

AV ANB XYV EDRDTHRL WEDZ & TTA, =2 —Y—  Aotearoa, which was named by Maori
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people. Aotearoa means “land of the long
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white cloud”. Originally, NZ was first
inhabited by Maori, and their language is
Te Reo Maori, which is one of three main
languages of NZ (Te Reo Maori, English,
and NZ sign language). Then NZ was
discovered by European nations, and it
was once under the UK. Hence people
here value Maori culture, but also English
culture. English is mostly spoken but NZ
is a multi-culture country, so everyone
has a unique cultural background. For
instance, I have friends who are NZ-born,
but are Philipino, Indian, or Samoan! I
also had German, Dutch, and Malaysian
teachers at school.
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NZ Chnstmas is very dlfferent from
Christmas in Japan as we are in the middle
of summer! It is very hot, and we love going
to the beach and spend time there. Often on
social media, we see photos of Santa surfing
at the beach. It feels very weird to me
because I feel very hot and feel like
swimming, but it is December and
Christmas! I see the date or Christmas
decorations at the mall and then realize,
“Oh my god, it really is Christmas!!!”. On
the Christmas day, many people go to
church, but most importantly come together
as a family even if they are not Christian.
The family who I am staying with is not
Catholic, but they always have a family party
on Christmas day. It is very important that
they spend relaxing time together, but also
celebrate Christmas and the end of the year
together. Almost all my friends spend time
with their own families and the extended
families, which shows how significant it is to
gather as a family in NZ. In addition,
Aucklanders have experienced the longest
lockdown due to Covid-19 pandemic this
year. This definitely has made people realize
the importance of connections between
people, especially whanau (“family” in Te
Reo Maori).
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I have been studying in New Zealand for
almost 3 and a half years in total. I was
studying as an international student at
Marist College in Auckland and graduated
this year. Marist College is a Catholic school
for girls, and there are students who are
Year 7 to Year 13 (Grade 6 in primary
school to Grade 3 in high school in Japan).
There are about 750 students so it is not a
big school, but I must say it is such a lovely
school. As a Catholic school, there are 6
major masses throughout the year. First, we
have a mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral in the
central city of Auckland at the beginning of
the year (schools start in February in NZ).
We celebrate the start of the year with a
ceremony for new student leaders.
Secondly, we have house masses. NZ
schools have 4 terms in total. In each term,
we have a house mass. House mass
celebrates our school founders, Jeanne
Marie Chavoin (founder of Marist Sisters),
Venerable Jean Claude Colin (founder of
Marist Fathers), St Peter Chanel, and St
Marcellin Champania (founder of Marist
Brothers), one at a time. Finally, the Marist
Day mass is the most important of Marist
College. It is the day we celebrate our
school, Marist Community, and Mother
Mary. For the House masses and the Marist
Day mass, we invite Bishop Michael Gielen
(Auxiliary Bishop of Auckland) and Father
Kevin Duffy (General Administration of
Society of Mary in New Zealand), which
makes the mass even more special.
Unfortunately, we did not have Chavoin and
Colin House masses due to lockdown, but
we were able to have Marist Day just before
we went into the lockdown. My friend and I
were leaders of Marist Day decoration team
and Haunted house (one of the activities for
the day) so it was very lucky that Marist Day
could happen. Additionally, it was the last
Marist Day that my friends and I could ever
experience as it was our last school year. We
are so grateful that we could have Marist
Day.

Kitashirakawa Church is an important
place for me even though it has been more
than 10 years since I left Kyoto with my
family. It is the church where I was baptized
in, and I grew up until 10 years old. I
remember Father Yves Boisvert’s warm
hand, his gentle voice, the atmosphere of
the church, and the crowded hall with
delicious foods after the Sunday mass, but I
cannot remember how many times I ran
around in the garden with my brother and
other kids. Also, it was a great experience for
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me to be Mother Mary for Christmas mass
when I was 8 or 9. In fact I was called as
“Sleeping Mary” because I fell asleep during
the mass after the long day!! T miss the
church so much as well as my great aunty,
who had always been there.

Because Covid-19 has affected everyone
badly, and everyone had a very difficult
time, I wish people have a wonderful
Christmas holiday from the bottom of my
heart. 1 pray for all the people who are
struggling with Covid, particularly who are
very sick and lost loved ones. Finally, [ wish
you a very Merry Christmas, and an early
Happy New Year. God bless.
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